In the higher grades of hookworm infection, when the numbers run into hundreds, it is possible by comparing two groups of infected persons, whose hemoglobin contents differ by several degrees, to note that a given number of hookworms causes a certain degree of blood loss that the host is unable to counterbalance, or make good.
The greater the number of worms the less able is the patient to compensate for losses. These examinations for ova were always made a week after the treatment was given, and in most cases more than two weeks were allowed to elapse. This procedure avoids error due to any possible latency in ova production in the early days after treatment.
The total number of worms removed was added together; the percentage of worms removed by the remedy tried in the trial treatment gives a very fair idea of the efficiency of that treatment.
The preparation of the patients for these series was uniform throughout except, of course, in the batches used for finding the effect of varylng the diet and the purge in a given treatment, in which cases the dose was kept constant throughout. The preparation was as follows : The prisoners had their ordinary morning meal at 11 a.m., but at the afternoon meal, usually served at 3 p.m., kunji or soft rice gruel was given. At 4 p.m., 2 ounces of a concentrated solution of magnesium sulphate was given as a purge. This contains practically 1 ounce of the salt.
Next morning they had milk instead of their ordinary meal, and were given the treatment.
The last dose of medicine was followed after an hour's interval by a second purge of magnesium sulphate, and then they were kept away from work, and were locked up in the cells except when let out for' exercise. 
